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pb will no. "dank be thought range, chat we ſhould 
come to the public at this time, eſpecially when writ- 
ings of this kind are ſo frequent; yet, as the wiſe man | 
ſays, oppreſſion makes a wiſe mani mad. We have long 
cried out of oppreſſion and violence, at judicatories, and 
have not been heard, and we reckon it is in ſome reſpect 
for the glory of God, and alſo for the exoneration of our 
own conſciences; like the Damſel that cried, Deut. xxii. 
27. For he found her in the field; and the betrothed Damfel a 
cried, and there was none to fave her. 9 
When Saul ſaid to Samuel, I have -eformed the com- ; 
mandment of the Lord, Samuel replied, What meaneth | 
this bleating of the ſheep, and lowing of the oxen which | 
I hear? ſo may it be ſaid to the Burgher aſſociate judica= r 
torys, if they have performed the commandment of the 
Lord, in lifting up a teſtimony againſt violent intruſions, 4 
and for the relief of the oppreſſed heritage of God. What 
meaneth this bleating of the up at gs 1 and Or- 
wel? & c. 5 518755 
Quæ Culpare ſolis ca tu ne fuwis 10 6% 2 
Tur pe eſt doftori cum culpare darquit ipſum. Caro. 
Do not theie things, which thou <> 85 6 
In others uſe to blame; 
When fault returns upon himſelf, | 
To featherhis great ſhame. Wn 
We and our brethren in tune. ro ee highly 
| provoked a holy God, by not improving our ſingular 
privileges, being among the firſt in the ſeſſion, ſo that he 
may juſtly ſet us up as a beacon to others; ſaying as in 
Jer vii. 12. But go ye now unto my place which was in 
Shiloh where 1 ſet my name at the firſt, and ſee what I did 
20 bes for the wickedneſs of my people Iſrael; yet that will 
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never juſtify * finful hands of nen lie Td Fe T's: 
Filing hisguighents. * 
5 Intruſiaus in the eſtabliſhed 3 . in che ban 
| arcequally to be teſtified: againſt, tho' in the one by cio > 
and in the other by -eaclefialtic patrons who when the 
call. does not pleaſe them by a vote diſmiſs it, as not bein ag 
for gdification, and when it pleaſes them again, they ſu 
| tain it 3a being for edification. And ihus they make. 
their mere igſi dixerumt in the ſeſſion, as eſſential as the pa- 
trons preſentation in the eſtabliſhed church. 
They do indeed pretend, they, have a majority in the 
congregation; ahd ſo is it many times in the eſtabliſhed 
Church, chat a majority; falls an with the patrqus preſentic 
for this very reaſon, the cannot get another; and ſo 
| it is in the ſeſſion; he calls brought out 8 the Congregae * 
ion are caſt, and caſt, anti caſt, whereby. the people are 
weatied out of it, and they/ſee they will never get one un- 
| 3 e on Re] the. zudicatory Jntengs to 
. | e. | 
E Now as — are 1 Fave that were Ses into 
dete Judicatories not inſexted here, in regard, bey would 
| .haveITwelied this ſhott ive, beyond the intendment 
| . thereof; yet, à few ate inſetted, whereby che reader may 
; have theſe as a ſpecimen to judge! . and. it is hoped the 
1 candid reader, will azquſe-the.apaccuraſy. of the ſtile, in 
1 regard we had none graduate * . . | 
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pe _ #lidecowr late worthy paſtor, from the exerciſe of his 

QUE made Work among us, by bodily indiſpoſton. 
And we, being in a deſtitute caſe as to any appear: 

inc of relief from our pattor, eflayed to jour witch the 


as Amibueghets, and attempts that way; proving abortive. | 
gation agreed to make appticarion-to-vhe = 


und] The .conpre 
30 Burghers, to ſympathiſe ſo far with us, as fuppiy Mr. 
Muir, in hisprefem diſtreſs, aud the cpagregation in their 
mo | preſent ſituation; and accordingly ſomèe were commiddi- 
vned to attend their firſt meeting of pretbytery, and 0 
ay our cale before them, as above ebf t:: 
M'7 | Accordingly: the prefbytery having met nt Kidkcaldie,- 
e oat needs ſame . und daid mat ters befote 
ein.] wem as appdimed. After being wrlhy Heard by ue prot- 
F bytery, and ſonie renſoniag vp the uffiuir, they | came to 
Jarre, to grant ſupply of ſermon ! immediately after a 
: | demur:was in the congregaibn, on eee it was 
I given, ul thei bet i chat dd ſupply gave: it under bis | 
4 Hand to the commiſſioners; He came on the 
_ * | ground; namdhy to ſupply in dhe mean time, and. r 


eder te A ber e foil wake 
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DAesede i, ſupply being given for ſome time, 6 


of our congregation gave in a paper, the tenor nere 
follows: 


Fd Unts the 1 very Rand ade, pry Reverend Meim- 


bers of the Aſſociate Pefiytery, to meet at Perth, "8 
29th of December, 1767. a 


— HUMBLY SHEWETH, 


HA as we in this community have been, is in a ve- 
ry ſingular ſituation for ſome time paſt, particu- 
larly ſince our worthy paſter was laid aſide by diſtreſs; 


although this congregation, have been applying to this 
preſbytery for ſupply of ſermon; and have got it; which g 


we are not in the leaſt oppoſing, and ſhall be glad that 


they continue ſeeking ; and alſo that the reverend preſ- 


bytery ſhould give them neceſſary ſupplies, for aſſiſting 


our worthy paſtor in his preſeut diſtreſs. But in regard 
that ſeveral members of this community, are ſtill labour- 


Ing under ſeveral difficulties; that we would be glad 


that this reverend preſbytery would give us ſome ſatis- 


= faction! in the following particulars: 


In the firſt place, It is known that our worthy vaſios 
has been in this ſingular ſituation for ſome time, on the 


account of difference of doctrine with his brethren, which 
doctrine, as taught by our paſtor, we deſire to adhere 


_ Unto, particularly that the / ordinate, ordained or ap- 


pointed ſufficiency of the death of Chriſt; for all is a 5 
very great, and ſpecial encouraging ground and Warrant Ig 


tor all to whom the goſpel comes, to believe in the blood 


of Chriſt, for the only foundation of our juſtification be- 


fore God. and for inviting all, as a door is opened for ſo 


: doing, to helieve in this blood with particular application. 


Secondly, We believe and maintain, that every revela- 
tion of the perſon, offices, death, ſatisfaction and righte- 
oulnels of Chriſt, 5 Nr * call of the goſpel, _ 
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bite in them. That every man to whom the goſpel 


his debt. That he is not to ſeek a warrant for his ap- 
propriating that, in any ſecret purpole of God concern- 
ing his election; or any ale 
found adhereing un to, as it is agreeable to the word of 
God, and our received ſtandards, and the doctrine of 
grace emitted by the aſſociate preſbytery, and ſworn to 
in our covenants ; and as the Lord in his divitie provi. 
dence, was pleaſed to ſtir up the aſſociate preſbytery ta 
ing lift up a judicial act and teſtimony, in favours of our co- 
d || venanted principles, in doctrine, worſhip, diſciplice and 
Igoverument, as the ſame was ſworn to in theſe lands; and 


theſe lands, both in former and preſent times; and at the 

- [mean time, they do acknowledge their duty with thank - 
iſtor fulneſs, to commemorate the divine power and goodneſs, 
manifeſted in this wonderful work ; whereby all theſe 
three nations were teſcued from popery and flavery, 
which they were in for the ſpace of twenty eight years 
p- before the revolution. So they add, it might have been 
juſtly expected, upon the back of ſuch a remarkable and 
great favour of God, that former iniquities and backſlid- 


n be- houſe of God purged, and that refor mation · work ſhould 
for ſo have been advanced, and carried on after the examples 
ation. and practices of former refornyng periods: but inſtead 
evela- pf this, our tranſgreſſions are multiplied, our fins and 
;gbte-ſÞack(lidings are added to our former backllidings and 
every Pefections. oe ei ons 
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letter of Chriſt's name ; this is a good ground and an en - 
couragement for us. We maintain that all have a juſt claim 
of 10 unto the Rae e n his righteouſneſs c&Hi - 


comes, is warranted by the Lord in his word, to appro- 
praate by faith, the blood of Chtiſt, as the payment of 


| of God, with reference 
in the intended efficacy: which doctrine we deſite to be 
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againſt many ſteps of defections that had taken place in 


Ing ſhould have beeti particularly acknowledged, and the 
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And tbe preſbytery addz. 
0 Aud that many ipiquities' and dlaſphemous ftarores | | 
| were made in the two perſecuting reigns, for disthron- || | 
11 ing the glorious Redeemer, and pulling the crown which | » 
: he ſhoul wear from his royal head. Yet the aſſembly 1690, | ; 
dild net affert the divine right of preſbytery, and intrinſic ; 
| power of the church, which -are two eſſential branch- + 
es of his glorious headſhip in and over the ſame. And 
| after the prelbytery take a ſhort view of the ſettlement | x 
| of religion, both by church and ſtate at the revolution 
(they fay) when theſe things are duly conſideted, and 
f former referming periods and this compared, what avaſt f 
. diffeaence is there hetween the houſe of God in Scotland, p 
An its former luſture and glory, and the fabric and build- ii 
i ing it is now reared up? By church and fate at the re- p 
1 volutian, the above practice of both church and ſtate is 
contrary to ſcripture pattern and example, and the prac-· c 
4 tice of reforming times recerded there, 2 Chron. 34, 29 a 
f to the cloſe. Ezra 9 and 10 chap, chap. 19 16. Pſ. 78. e 


| Pſ, 106. throughout. Moreover, the preſbytery aſſert · ¶ it 
;*  , eth, that the whole of the reformatiot attained to, be- 
1 twixt the year 1638, and 1649, lie buried; under ſeveralſ tl 
5 acts of parliament unto this day, particularly that infamous g 
act receſſory, which ſtand unrepealed unto this day ; 
| Which teſtimony, as above, we,adhere unto, and we arg] K 
' not able to reconcile the preſent manner of eſtabliſhing 
4 religion at the revolution with the Soleun League and 
| Covenant, which the three lands are ſolemnly engaged 
in, and the moſt of us have adhered to in the bond 
but although this reverend judicatory hath alledged tha 
there are ſeyeral miſtakes, in the teftimony, with reſpecdſ 
to the ſettlements of religion at the revolution ; yet theſq a 
are things that we are not reconciled about the truth of lo 
them, for as the difference that bath taken place abouyl &. 
| rhe teſtimony, is about the religious clauſe of ſome Bur 
| 1 | Sy 
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TIdges oaths in this realm; which oath we are dat able to 
tes | reconcile with the covenant of the three lands. We muſt 
da- aknowledge that when the Lord led the preſbytery for- 
ich | wardtoa lifting upof their hands in a covenant ot duty, the 
99, Lord did then remarkably appear, in carrying on the work 
aſic at that time; to which we have clearance to adhere un- 
ch- | ta. And as we have publickly acknowledged this as a 
\nd part of our reformation principles, which haye been ear: 
zent | neſtly contended for; and we think, a remarkably coun- 
tion | tenanced, we deſire. 01 
and Therefore never to retreat from thenl, leaſt we be 
vaſt || found guilty of that charge, of putting our hand to the 
and, plough, and then looking back; or after vows or making 
uild- inquiry. And it is earneſtly expected, that the reverend 
e re- || preſbytery will take the above premiſes under their ſeri- 
te is ous conſideration, and remove the diſſicultias that we 
prac - complain of; fo that a door may be opened for a free 
4, 29 and full coaleſcuce; and that there may be a ſeeing ęye, to 
. 78. eye inthe great concerns of God's glory, among a wineſſ- 
illert · ing body, is the earneſt de ſire of your humble petitianers; 
e- wiſhing that the Lozd may direct you in this and all a- 
— matters that wy Rae before 2090s concerning his 
A 
The above paper lay before them, till a preſbytery at 
4 Kenoa took the ſame under their conſideration, and agreed 
ing extrajudicially, ' that the perſons concerned therewith 
could be received on the footing of ſaid paper; and 
appointed one of their number to write to thofe concerg< 
ed therein; which was dane, and approven of by all the 
members. 2 
Likewiſe the congregation laid * the preſbytery, 
; = mine our (croples, the tenor whereof fol- | 
owS: 
T e, for Agreement, at Milaathort, in April, 1768. 
That the congregation of Orwell, give in there ad- 
4 A 3 herenes 
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| bercbeg to the pi preſbytery i in the following reſpect, Vate 


the very refine the Moderator, Humbly ſh-weth. 
That we in this congregation,” having been ſupplied 


with ſermon for ſome time, by this reverend court, after 


mature deliberation on the matter, reckon it our duty to 
adhere to, and come under your inſpection upon this 


. footing, 1ſt, Declaring we cannot as yet ſcethe conſiſtency 


berween the Burgher oath and the oath of our eovenants. 


2dly, That we cannot approve of fo long delaying the 


reflection of public papers, fo as the way might be pav- 


_ ed, and a door opened for entering into the bond, or at 


leaſt reaſons plainly given to the generation, for not go- 


Ing forward, if it could not be . prafticable at 


the preſent time. 
3dly, That we cannot ſos! into, nor (as yet) approve of 


or be ſatisfied with the overture of the ſynod anent mit- 


rakes in the teſtimony to, which, through grace, we de- 


Fire to achere. That our adherence to 'you, be not 


looked upon as an approbation of theſe things, and that 
we be allowed to infiſt for the removal of - theſe things 
out of the way, of teſtify, in our ſtations, againſt-what 


ve reckon wrong in them: This is ſubmitted to the 


conſideration of the judicatory; if they ſhall ſee it meet, 
Either to mark this our adherence and ſcruples in their 


minutes, or mark it on the foot of our paper, and reo · 
4 turn it to us again. 


The above will ſatisfy the moſt part; if not every one 
as to their hearing the goſpel, and making no oppoſitior 


hy in the leaſt, or diſturbance in the congregation. 


What would ſatisfy and clear vp thoſe that in 
Þowr under difficulties, for a full and hearty joining ir 
communion, is, if the ſynod could ſee it their duty to de 
Clare the taking the Burges oath, in the preſent circum 
Nantes inexpedient ; as it is lyable to different interpre 
rations, and ſo gives ce to many of the Lord's peo 


ple 


12 


ple and to adriſe exery one concerned, not to meddle 


with it. 
Adly, That the fynod, ; 25 ſoon. as poſlible, rectify theſe 


papers before them, and to pave the way for entering in- 
to the bond; whathor they (hall judge it meet, actually 
to do fo, or not, it is not the actual exerciſing the duty, 


2 a paying the way for it, that we would preſently urge. 
And theſe, we reckon, would be very ſatisfactory to ma- 


oy in actual communion with you already, as well as to 
us; yea, 
che whole body of Seceders; and would, through the 
bleſſing of God, and greatly for his glory, tend the edifi- 
cation of the church ; by cxtremes: falling from, 2 mu- 


might be introductive to a coalenſcence among 


nk faults oonfeſſed on all hands. 
ay = time. after the death of our 8 paſtor, the 


(fon and congregation taking into their ſerious _ 
deration, the loſs we ſuſtained, and the dangers we were 


expoſed unto, through the ©; ADE of the goſpel in a fixed 
way, called a. "meeting of the congregation, where it was 
agreed to put two upon. the leet, (viz. Meſſrs. George 
Coventry and George Thomſon) and that the minority 
ſbould fall in with the majority, to which the congrega- 
tion agreed, not limiting to add as they ſaw cauſe. U. 


pon the footing of this harmony, they agreed to apply to 


the preſbytery for a moderation; which being done, the 


preſbytery, granted the ame, and cee the rev. Mr 


Fraſer to moderate. 
The day of moderation being come, and the ſeſſion 


conſtitute, the forenamed perſons were put upon the leet. 


Rolls being called and votes marked, it carried by a ma- 
jorit) tor Mr Thomſon. 

This call being laid before ihe preſbytery, they delay- 
ed the conſideration thereof; and, at an after meeting at 
Kirkealdic, they, a at the ehe of ſome who for 11 

join 
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| joined ab Kivrofd, adeiſech out cbt bers tb drop ſaid 


call; which they refuſed to do, and members of preſby⸗ 
tery voted the fame off, and urged the commiſſioners pre- 
fent to acqieſce therewith,” which they''diq for peace 
fake, in order to keep harmony in the place: : à Clear e- 
vidence that we were by no means, for any diviffve coutſe, 
.thoogh highly provoke# thereto, by our brethren, Pfl. 

120. 7. And we humbly think that this 1 is agreeable 
ro the golden rule, © Ceaſe from ſtrife, before it be med- 
dled with Some time afterwird, apptication was made 
to the preſbytery for a ſecond moderation, which was 
granted; and accordingly they appointed Mir es Wy- 


lie to moderate. in ſaid call. 


The day of moderation being come, he: moderator 
conſſitute the ſeſſion; and after the ſermon, rolls being 


called, two were put upon the leet, Meffrs. John Low 
and George Thomſon: it carried by a majority for Mr 


Thomſon; 220 ſigned ſaid call; which, with the reaſons 
of tranſportation were given in to the pteſbytery, and the 
call ſuſtained as a regular goſpel call; and no oppoſition 


appearing before any vuneregk whether the ſame came, 
at length the affair came before the presbytery at Auch- 


termuchty, with a roll of adherents to the number of 200, 
which we were adviſed to by ſome members of presbyte- 
ry, whe entered on the conſideration thereof. Reaſons 
of tranſportatioh being read, and anfwers thereto from 
the people of Nilmenny, and parties being heard, the 


presby tery. after hearing Mr Thomſon, who referred himſelf 


to the court, entering upon the merits of the cauſe, the 
ſubſtance of their reaſoning was, that it was improper to 
tranſport him, in regard of the flamè that was It the con - 


gregation ; and yet no public oppoſion, as yet, appeared, 


and ſo the ſentence proceeded upon private furmiſes, which 
qid not publickly appear, a precedent whereof cannot be 


bad nor heard of in any judicatory ſacred nor tivilſſo far as 
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we know, Quantum niutati abi ifs! Agaiaſt which ſen- 


teuce, David Bennet proteſted, in name of the congrega- 
tion, and appealed to the ſynod at their next meeting. 

- Reaſons. of protefiation were given in common form 
to the moderator. 

The ſynod met ſametime afterward, and the affair be · 
1609 regularly tranſmitted unto them, they entered on the 
conſideration thereof. The clerk forgot, or wilfolly kept 
back the minutes of the moderation. None of Kitmenny, 
people appeared in behalf of their miniſter (not being ci · 
ted; ) nay, a metaber-of presbytery fays, the-judicatory 
purpoſely kept back cr a N _ ordered them 
not to attend. 

The ſynod affirmed a ſentence of the presbycery, 
whith to us ſeems a paradox. 

Thereafter, the congregation lien hears Mr Fletcher 
and Mr Ballantine (probationers}) preach, they agreed to 


call the congregation together; and being met after a 


conſiderable. time ſpent, reaſoning upon the ſtate of 


| matters at laſt came to ihis reſolution, to petition for a- 
. | nother Moderation, and a heating of Mr Ballantyne and 


others for further ſatisfaction; Which, ſomewhat obvi- 
ates the objection, that it was abſurd to drop the petition 
for a moderation, unleſs a hearing of Mr Ballantyne 
ſhould: be obtained, which ſay ſome, was a manifeſt evi- 
dence, that the congregation were harmoniouſly-center- 
ing upon Mr Ballantyae as their object? In anſwer to 


which we fay, if the -congregation were centuring upon 


him alone, what need for a e oþ iQ order to fatisfaftion 
with him? | 


The presbytery granted a inoderation and appointed 
the Reverend Mr John Smith to moderate faid call, and 
the ſeſſion being met before the moderation, a queſti« 
on was put by the moderator, to the ſeſſion that adhered 
to * Mair, if they were willing to receive ſuch elders 

ny as 


( 40-5) 


26 had gone to Kinroſs? to which they anſwered, 1 
were willing to receive them. Two of theſe chat had 


attended at Kinroſs, anſwered they were willing to join; 
but, neither they, nor any of the reſt preſent, joined ju- 


dicially, nor were inrolled as members of ſeſſion; two 


anſwered, they would take the matter under conſidera- 
tion. Tea, ſo far were they from joining, that at a con · 
ſtitute meeting of ſeſſion, one of them being ſent for on 
a particular occaſion, before he ſpoke in the ſeſſion was 
careful to have it noticed, that he was no member of this 
ſeſſion, and came not there to act as ſuch. - 

But to return to the call, a leet was propo hd by the 


members of ſeſſion, viz. Mr William Ballantyne Proba- 
tioner, and Mr George homſon. miniſter of the goſpel at 


* 
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Kilmenny ; after ſermon by the Moderator, and other or. |} 


- Ginary forms, proceeded to lay before the congregation, | 
the ſaid leet with power to them, to add or take from 


laid leet as they taw cauſe; neither of which was done. 
The votes came out by a majority. for Mr Thomſon. 

This call, with reaſons of tranſportation, was preſented 
to the Presbytery which met at Dining. thro' the incli- 


mency of the weather, few members came up. A paper 


was given in, (ſigned by a Preces) to a private meeting 
of thoſe who formerly attended at Kinroſs, (and meetings 

of this kind were frequent among them,) in order to 
under mine ſaid call, the matter was delayed, till the Preſ- 


bytery which met at Milnathort, and there the Presby- 
tery read the call, with the paper of oppoſition thereto, | 
and entered on the conſideration. thereof ; and, without 
hearing either parties, or reading the reaſons of tranſpor- 
tation, which were ready if called for, referred the matter. 


Simpliciter to the Synod, it ſeemed ſomewhat ſtrange, ta 


refer the matter thus to the ſynod, without hearing ei- 


ther party, while the ſynod could have no diſtiact view 
of the fame, as it came before them. FUE * 
The 


(Iv 


The call came before the Synod, which was read with 


the paper of oppoſition thereto, and the ſynod demanded . 
the reaſons of tranſportation, to which the preſbytery 
anſwered they had none. After fome reaſoning at 
length, net knowing but the call was ſuſtained, when they 
at length came to underſtand the ſame, they found the 


presbytery culpable for bringing the call to the ſynod be- 


fore it was ſuſtained, and accordingly they deſiſted from 
remitted” it back to the presbytery to judge in the call, 


which appears to be a plot laid againſt us, while the preſ- 
bytery had a power to ſuſtain or reject the call at the firſt, 


It ſeemed allo ſtrange, that when they ſpoke ſomewhat 


| anent the reaſons of tranſportation, the presbytery clerk 
refuſed that they were offered with the call which is a may 
| Difeſt untruth, for they were offered at Duning. and in 


the commiſſioner's hand at Orweh and ready if called for 


at the ſynod. It ſeems likewiſe ſtrange that at the ſame 


{ynod, an elder who formerly went to Kinroſs, ſhould 
attack us upon our principles, and at the fame time de- 
clare both by word and practice, he would by no means 
act as an elder or member of the congregation with us, 


tho' often folicited thereto both by miniſters and others; 


and it ſeems indeed equally ſtrange that the ſame mem- 


ber ſhould taſk us ſo upon our principles, and at the ſame 


time declare he had received ſatisfaction from the ſeſſi - 
on, which is a manifeſt evidence that his diſakisfaction 
was not immediately againſt us, but againſt the object we 


were centering upon, and if he had ated an honeſt part 


he ought rather to have quarrelled with the conrt, who 
received us upon ſuch principles; and yet the court al- 


lowed him without any check ſo to quarrel us, while we 


had eſpouſed no new principlss. After ſome reaſoning 


the ſynod remitted the affair back to the presbytery, and 


exhorted both parties to ſtudy peace and harmony. The 


presbytery met afterwards at Dunfermline, where we in- 


ſiſted 


* 


3 612) 

fiſted that our call might be conſidered; but nothing was 
done therein. The matter was delayed till next preſ- 
bytery, which met at Lochgelly, where we gave in an- 
ſwers to the paper of oppoſition to the call, aud the call 
was ſuſtaĩned as a goſpel call regularly proceeded in. And 

. the people of Kilmenny were ordered to get a copy of our 
ft reaſons of tranſportation, and cited to appear with an- 
f ſwers to the ſame againſt next mgeting'of presbytery at 
Kinoa, where the presbytery met, and the reaſons of 
tranſportation and anſwers thereto being read, the preſ- 
bytery propoſed a conferrence both with Kilmenny peo- 
j ple and us: they converſed with Kilmenny people but 
| not with us. The matter was delayed till next meeting 

of presbytery at Kirkcaldy,and both parties were cited to 

1 attend. The presbytery met the night before the day 
7 appointed, reſumed the affair of our call, and after ſome 
ö reaſoning, declared they could not proceed becauſe the 
Þ people of Kilmenny were abſent, notwithſtanding their 
having a letter from Kilmenny declaring their mind on 
that head, which we urged ſhould be read in open preſ- 
5 bytery; yet was refuſed. The presbytery agreed to re- 
fer the matter to the ſynod for advice, which was done; 
gatkter which the presbytery met at Kiuroſs, reſumed the 
15 affair of our call and enquired at members who attended 
the ſynod, what advice they had received therein a mem- 


as VvXXX . .TOO>aA75 A -/ am ee 9wds mak 


— _—_—. 0 r "<4 


« a 


a *«s 4A a. a —————— 4. 64 


* * — l 4 
P 
v5 + ">; * _ ” 


ber replied, that the ſynod adviſed a committee of the 
* *presbytery ſhould converſe with the people of Kilmenny, 
'' to euquire how matters ſtood between them and their | 
miniſter. We again urged that the people of Kilmen- 

| ny's letter ſhoujd'be read, and tho' it nearly concerned ys 
| and was lying on the table; yet this was refuled A 
motion was made whether they ſhould proceed to the 
conſideration of the affair or delay, upon which a vote 
Was ſtated and it carried proceeded ſome members could 
- not have a clear view of the matter for want of the mi- 
551 nutes; 
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nutes; Whether they were deſignedly kept back or not, is 
not certain. It might indeed ſtrike one with amazement 


to ſee a court conſtitute in the name of Chriſt act ſuch a 


ſelf-contradiftory part, namely when it was carried by a 
vote to proceed; and yet delay becauſe as is evident, they 
could not carry matters as they inclined. And moreo- 
ver, there is no room left them by their own conduct to 
refle& ſo much upon the Antiburghers; new conſtitution 
as they call it, namely their refuſing elders a vote in con- 
troverſys of faith and caſes of conſcienee while tney 


| themſelves ſeemed to act the ſame part, when it was car- 


ried by elders contrary to their deſigns, Iſa. xxix. 15. and 
that. this was really the cafe ſeems evident from their af - 
ter conduQt, - 

It ſeems indeed ſtrange and ſtumbling, that at a for- 
mer presbytery at Kirkcaldy they anſwered us, when inſiſt- 
ing for a deciſion in the affair, that a presbytery would 
be appointed at Kinroſs as a place moſt centrical for 
members to attend at, and a final deciſion would then 
be given. Accordingly members did attend pretty full, 
and yet actiog contrary to their former promiſe. 

They delayed the matter to the presbytery to meet at 
Dundee, and ordered the people of Kilmenny to be cited 
De Novo ; ſtrange conduct to carry the affair to a remote 
corner where few would or could attend, and indeed e- 
qually e was there, conduct when come tha, of 
which anon 

in the mean time the oppoſers of this call, who had 
all along appeared at courts in oppoſition thereto, by ad. 
vice of ſome members of presbytery, came at laſt to cauſe 
a number of people ſign an adherence to their paper of 
oppoſition, which ſome declared they never ſaw nor ay 
tranſcript thereof. 

The presbytery met at Dundee, refumed the affair of 
our ir, call read all pages relative thereto; and parties be- 


ing 


E] N 
ing heard, our oppoſers gave in a liſt of adherence to the Ig 
forſaid paper of oppoſition, which was read and received; 
and our commiſſioners craved a double thereof in order 
to ſee if the perſons ſigning were really members of the 
congregation or could be allowed to act as ſuch ; yet this 
was refuſed us though apriviledge ſeldom or never refuſ- 

e. before in courts civil, or eccleſiaſtic. 

i The presbytery, after ſome reaſoning, proceeded to a 

4: final ſentende, and the vote being ſtated tranſport or con- 

b tinue, It carried continue. The oppoſition made by our 
1. brethren to this call, was given as the ground of this ſen · 

1 tence. The Moderator left the chair not chuſing to inti- 
l mate the ſentence,, Mr Wylie was deſtred to take the 

15 ſame which he did; and ſentence being intimate, direc- 

j; tions being given to both parties, turned next to the op- 

poſers of the call, and ſpoke after this manner to Thomas 

White, © you and your conſtituents have been inſtru- 

* mental in keeping the goſpel from their poor folks in a 

uf fixed way, where, through want of viſitation and exa- 

1 mination, and viſiting of the ſick, ſome ſouls may be loſt, 

14 the burden of which I would not have on my ſpirit upon 


e 


Ti no conſideration; and go home and tell your conſtitu. 
6 þ 4 ents to conſider. what you have been doing.“ 
ir Alexander Bruce, one of our commiſſioners. proteſted 
. againſt ſaid ſentence, and appealed to the ſynod promiſ- 
| ing, to give in reaſons. to the next ſynod in due time. 
' Sometime after, the congregation met and enquired 
| of their commiſſioners, of the presbytery's conduct anent 
| l| our call lying before them; to which they anſwered they 
1 had diſmiſſed the call. and that they had proteſted in 
| name of the congregation, and had appealed to the ncxt 
i meeting of ſynod ; to which proteſt and appeal the con- 
Ss - gregation agreed, and ordered reaſons thereof to be given 
1 in, in due time to the presbyter ß. 
j About this time we had a hearing of ſome young men, 
particularly 


( 15 ) 
jarticularly Mr Lawſon, after the hearing of whom. it 
as propoſed by ſome that a meeting of the congregation 
ſhould be called in order to underſtand wherein the dif- 
ference lay betwixt the purſuers and oppoſers of the for- 
mer calls, and the congregation being called together 
without the advice and conſent of the ſeſſion. Accord- 
ingly few of the proſecuters of the former calls met. as 
not ſeeing any ground to meet in regard the proteſt and 
appeal was lying before the presbytery undiſcuſed, and 


zur they had agreed immediately before to proſecute the 
2n- ſame, and the oppoſers of faid call coming up pretty tull 
t- 


in order to overturn the proteſt and appeal, and to puſh 
the ja petition for a moderation at the next presbytery af- 
ec- ter they met a queſtion was propoſed, what was the de- 
op- [ſign of this meeting? To which it was anſwered by ſome, 
nas to ſee whether the congregation was ripe for a modera> 
ru · tion, others were of opinion that they were by no means 
a a fripe; becauſe neither the elders. nor others who had 
xa- formerly attended at Kinroſs were unite to our ſeſſion 
oſt, and congregations ; lome faid that this was by no means 
208 the deſign of this meeting, but rather to try ſomc confer- 
tu - rence in order to unite the elders and others who came 
from Kinroſs, with our ſeſſion and congregation. In the 
ted mean time a motion was made by ſome, whether the el- 
niſ- ders and others who had come from Kinroſs were willing 
Ito join with us upon the footing the presbytery received 
red us; to which it was anſwered by one of the elders who 
ent had come from Kinroſs, it he had known that to be the 
hey [deſign of the meeting, he would better have ſtayed at 
1 in home. After ſome reafoning upon matters, a number 
cxt were for a moderation, others found themſelves ſtraitened 
on- there anent, as there was a proteſt and appeal lying be- 
ven fore the presbyter y. A motion was made by ſome whe- 
ther the appeal ſhould be proſecute before the ſynod or 
nen, not thro' our Isedvertancy; a number of the oppoſers 


arly | | whe 


bytery being there, an extrajudicial conferrence was pr) 


bytery were preſent thereat. Our commiſſioners urgec 


uſual before a moderation, yet notwithſtanding of the 
ciliouſſy denieſe. 


Lie) 
Who had never joined the congregatien n but t h. 


oppoſe, thruſt in themſelves as voters in conjunction, with b 


the reſt. A vote was ſtated, proſecute or drop ſaid ap u 
peal? A number oppoſed this votè: it carried drep ii 
regard as was formerly noticed, few. of the prolecuters off. 
the call were preſent. A motion then Was made ripe f. 

a moderation or not? One of the elders Who came frog 
Kinrols auſwered, if the object was agrecable to the conf 
gregation he would fall in — asd if other wiſel fc 
he would not fall in. Some of the members of the conf] ot 


gregation anſwered, they would retain 4heir chriſtian priſ tt 
vilege to leet whom they pleaſed; to which no anſwelf tt 


was given, It was aſked if « they had any object in view Ati 


Some mentioned Mr Lawſon as a fit object for this con m 


gregation, A vote was ſtated, ripe for a moderation, ane CC 
it carried ripe; a number were agaiuſt petitioning, as nc th 
ripe. Commiſſioners were named to petition the preſbyſ d 
tery for a moderation, which neither the ordinary clerkg©* 
would write nor the preſces fign.  :- ſa 
I be presbytery being met at Avchtermuchty, bothſ]®) 
the oppoſite parties formerly mentioned came, and occa 
ſionally met together, and ſome of the members of preſ 


poſed by both parties, and ſome of the members of pre 


for an actual miniſter to me and hold a faſt; as a mean 
thro' the bleſſing of God, to coaleſce bath ſeflion anc 
.congregation, and then if we could not fall in with tht 
moderation, we ſhould not oppoſe ; and tho' faſting i 


Treaſon forementioned, nn with this, It Was ſuper 


From what is above nartated, It is evident he preſby 

tery were acting in a partial manner in receiving a peti 

U n fo blank as aforeſaid , a clear evidence of want o 
harmoo 
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$harmony in the eonpregation, tho? this was always given 


_ by them as the reaſons before, for their dealing lo with 


d apf us, and it may be faid of them; 
From. firſt to laſt, themſelves indeed, 
They unlike Levi ſnew 
In judgment, who nor parents ſaw, 
| Brethren nor children knew. (Deut. xxxili 9.) 
'T he members of preſbytery who were preſent at the 
former conference, ed that our grievances com plained 


the minutes of preſbytery but to our great ſurprize, when 
theſe very members came to the preſbytery, they, toge- 
J ther with the reſt. acted and ſpake in a very different 
manner; had grievous complaints againſt our paper as 


the bar to be truth and no-faiſhood,) and being below the 
dignity (while no. word- of the duty) of their office 
to regard it, however they came at length to allow 
ſaid paper to ly upon oy table till next meeting of pref- 
Ibytery. 1 — 

They reccived the petite, tho? er ſigned by 
preces nor cleik as above, and granted the ſame without 
any quarrel, and appointed Mr Frazer to moderate in ae 
all, 

The day of afleratch being come, Mr Frazer PEP 
he members of ſeſſion met together in the morning {aid 
Jay, he declared he would not conſtitute the ſeſſion; 
hich opened a wide door for a promiſcuous multitude to 
Join in voting, without being regularly atteſted ; and ac- 
ordingly ſome voted who were members of no congre- 
pation, and others who had never heard the object 
reach ; how then can it be reconciled with preſbyterian 

ritciples, when the ſeſſion was not allowed to conſtitute 


er ſince acted judicially) mem bers of the old ſeſſion would 
| B ſigu 


— — — — ow 


of were mildly repreſented and ought to be marked in 


containing falſhoods, (which was offered to be proven at 


is above and none but one or two (one of which has ne- 
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the minutes of ſeſſion can atteſt, Iſa. xxix 16. 
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ſign the call? a manifeſt evidence that the old ſeſſion 
mult be diſregarded, and a new one conſtitute, in order c: 
to carry on their deſign; and as before noticed, theyf te 
have no room left to reflect ſo much upon new conſtitu- ( 
tions, While It is evident by indigitation, this is one, n 
J 8 | 

Members of ſeſſion had ſome conference among them- n 


ſelves about objects to be on the leet, ſome were for Mrf a 
_ Thomſon, Such elders as had come from Kinroſs hadf o 


quit Mr Lawſon, who was the only object they had in] f, 


view when the moderation was ſought, and were for leet-Þ v 


ing Mr Thomas Porteous, who had never preached in theft! 
place before the moderation was ſought, one of the elders c 
of our ſeſſion, namely George Simſon, gave it as his beſt 


advice, and others were of the ſame mind, conſidering the d 


perplexed ſituation of affairs, that the moderator ſnouldſ b 


preach and then diſmiſs the congregation ; which wah t. 


not done The moderator proceeded, and after ſermon, ] b 
Mr Porteous and Mr Thomſon were leeted, when the c. 


rolls were called, many who had come with a deſign toſ d 


vote for Mr Lawſon, were ſo perplexed when they beard} fe 
Mr Porteous leeted in his room, together with the con- 


duct of the preſbytery formerly toward us, declined vot · ] ci 


ing for any, and many did not attend. After a roll notſ h 
atteſted (as before noticed) was called, the call came outÞ n 
for Mr Porteous. Only two elders ſigned the call often 
members of ſeſſion, who had formerly conſtitute, or has 
acted ſince as ſuch, for George Hoy was never ordained 
an elder in our community, but in Leſlie; nor had he 
a quarter ever aſſigned him in our community; nor was 
ever appointed by the ſeſſion to collect on Sabbath, as 


The elders who came from Kinroſs were allowed tq; h 


ſign the call as elders, tho' never judicially joined witi o 


our ſeſſion, tho' often ſolicited thereto. 
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Remarkable is the difference betwixt this and the laſt 
call ia the former. None were admitted by the Modera- 
tor, after the diſmiſſing out of the church, to ſign the call 


(tho' ſome deſired the ſame) for this reaſon, that the wit- 


neſſes were gone, which is falſe ; they remained to the 
end in the latter even in the church; ſome ſigned in a re- 
mote corner without witneſſes ; which ſome obſerving, 
aſked where the witneſſes were; it was anſwered, every 
one would witneſs another; which conduct frighted ſome 
from ſigning, and likewiſe warning was given after they 
were come out of the church, by the church-officer, thro' 
the leveral, parts of the town, it any wanted to ſign the 
call. | | 

After this, ſuch of our congregation as had not free- 
dom to concur in ſaid call, met, and after ſome reaſoning, 
being loth, if better might have been, to ſtrike out agalaſt 
the call, They agreed to lay the true ſtate of the matter 
before the preſbytery, thinking after hearing thereof, and 
conſidering matters as they ſtood with us, they would 


dilmiſs this call, and appointed commiſſioners to attend 


for that effect 

The preſbytery met at Kirkcaldy, and our commiſſion- 
ers being heard, the preſbytery demanded of them if they 
had a mind to oppo: ſaid call? One of them anſwered, 
not yet expecting they would not proceed to ſuſtain ſaid 


call, as the matter preſently ſtood with the congregation. 


A member of preſbytery afterward declared he was both 
glad and wo; at this anfwer glad, that there was no op- 
polition as yet, and wo from the hint given, he doubled, 
there might yet be oppoſition. 
manner of ſpeaking, the foreſaid commiſſioner may be 


juſtly vindicate, from the aſperſion thrown out agankt 


him by ſome, as if he had faid, there never would be any 
oppoſition keeping away the words as yet, and ſuch an 
expreſſion is not unſcriptural, John vii. 8. where our 


d B 2 Lord 


And by the bye, in his 
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of trial unto him in order to his ordination. 


upon and taſhing, our commiſſioners upon our principles, 

tho' we adduced the beſt authority, and orthodox divines 
for the ſupport of what we held, yet this was not re- 
garded but refuſed. | | 
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Lord ſays, 1 go not up yet unto this feaſt, yet is evident 


from the 1oht verſe he went up afterward Alſo the Rey vic 
Mr Smith, promiſed to aſſiſt Mr Forreſt at his facramentÞ re. 
and went not. yet by the preſbytery was afterward excuſÞ} ou 


ed as not being guilty of lying. After ſome reaſoning a] in: 
moug members of preſbytery they proceeded to ſuſtaiq we 
the call, as a poſpel-call regularly proceeded in, and ap- tre 


pointed to write to Mr Porteous, and aſſigned ſome piece w. 


Such as could not fall in with the call met after ward po 
to conſider what was meet to be done ia the preſent caſef; te: 
and a paper was drawn up, the tenor whereof follows; Im 

After this the preſbytery met at Dunfermline, where wc 
gave in a paper ſigned by 53 perſons, who declared them. I foi 
ſelves difatisfied with their conduct, and the conduct of our] te! 
oppoſing brethren relative to the call for Mr Portzous andſ th 
Commiſſioners attending, ſaid preſbytery, gave in ſaidſ th 
paper which was rejected, and our commiſſioners were held m- 
as forgers of lies, and treated with the greateſt ignominy; lit 


which conduct of the court, may indeed ſeem ſtrange, nu 


while the preſbytery received a paper at Dundee, in op- ga 
poſition to the former call without any quarrel, and was L. 
made uſe of as a very great handle againſt the ſame, and alli di. 
along was made the chief reaſon, why they acted after theſcit 
manner they did. But how ſuch conduct can be freed 
from partial dealing, we leave to the candid reader to 
judge? But to return, they endeavoured to cut off ſome 
of our elders and members of congregation, from acting in 
that capacity in the court. | 
At the next meeting of preſbytery at Kirkaldy, a paper 
of grievances was given in, and after ſome reaſoning there- 


ident 
Rev 
nent 
xcuſ 
ng a 
Iſtal 

d ap- 


dieces 


ward 
caſe, 
8; 
re we 
hem. 
f our 
s and 
ſaid 
held 
ny; 
ange, 
n op- 
1 was 
ad all 
er the 
freed 
ler to 
ſome 
ug in 


paper 
here- 
iples, 
[VINES 
ot re- 


The 


tranſmitted Cum nota. 


(; .) | 
The presbytery agreed to apply to the ſynod for ad- 
vice, yet after our commiſſioners were gone, they refer- 
red the matter ſimpliciter to the ſynod, whether, when 
our commiſſioners were come, they were cut off from act- 
ing as members of the congregation, in regard their names 
were not inſert in a paper lying before them, which was 
Only one of the commiſſioners, 
whoſe name was infect in the firſt paper, was allowed to 
ſpeak. After ſome reaſoning upon the affair, the ſynod ap- 
pointing the presbytery to -take in what part of Mr Por- 
teous's trials were unpaſt, in order to prœceed to his ſettle- 
ment. g 
After which procedure, when the commiſſioner who 
formerly was allowed to ſpeak, who offered and did pro- 
teſt againſt the ſame, he was declared to be no member of 
the congregation, and conſequently had-no right to ſpeak 
there, and his proteſt rejected, declared they would not 
mark it, Strange conduct to allow a commiſſioner juſt a 
little before to act as a member, and immediately to de- 
nud him of this privilege merely, becaule he proteſted a- 
gainſt their procedure, this is indeed, ſtrange and ſhocking! 
Likewiſe the canditate being allowed to ſpeak, ſhewed the 
difficulties that occurred to him in the preſent ca... and 
cited ſome ſcriptures relative thereto, particularly Jer, 
XX111, at the beginning, 1 Sam. xvi. 6. and downward, 
and ſaid that although he had the majority of actors, in 
the day of Moderation, yet it was far from the majority 
of the congregation, which ſeemed an evidence to him 
that it was not the Lord's call. 5 5 
After this a meeting of the congregation being called 
and met to concert what was moſt proper to be done in 
the preſent caſe ; and accordingly, both purſuers and op- 
poſers of the call, met together in the church. It was pro- 
poſed to conſtitute by prayer as was uſual, but one of the 
purſuers of the call oppoſed this motion, and this was an 
| B 3 evidence 
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evidence of no good cauſe, when they would not allow it 
to be prefaced with prayer. At which meeting when the 


purſuers not finding matters carried on according to their 


mind, not having a majority on their ſide, retired to a 
public houſe. The oppoſers of the call continued inthe 
church and chooſed commiſſioners to attend the next 


meeting of presbytery. After this ſome conferrence en- 


ſued betwixt both purſuers and oppoſers of the call, at 
which the purfuers of the call offered to lay aſide the pre- 
lent object, if the oppoſers would lay aſide all former ob- 


_ jects, to which they anſwered, that although they agreed 
to that for themſelves they could not for the congrega- 


tion, in regard this would be a denuding them, of their 
chriſtian privilege, contrary to presbyterian principles. 
Every one having power to leet whom he pleaſeth; bur 
they agreed that if the congregation were called toge- 
ther, and brought to harmony, Let them leet whom 


they pleaſed, and if we could not acquieſce with the 


the choice, we ſhould not oppoſe ; none of thoſe propo- 
ſals were gone into. Both parties attended, when the 
presbytery met at Perth, where our commiſſioners were 
mal-treat in an ignominious way as formerly. The 
purſuers of the call were allowed to bring out what had 
paſſed at the foreſaid meeting, in fo far as it made for the 
cauſe ; they were preſently proſecuting, but the oppoſers 


inſtead of having this privilege granted them tho' moſt 


juſt. Doth our law judge any man before it hear him ? 
Yet were ridiculed and railed upon by a member of preſ- 
bytery, who deſired them to bring out what they had to 
ſay againft his ſpeech, in condemning them, which when 
they eſſayed to do were interrupted in a mageſterial man- 
ner. And further, when one of the callers defired liber- 


ty to ſpeak, at firſt this was granted, when it was heard | 


he was one of the callers ; but when they heard what be 
had to lay, which was much to the purpoſe. 1 3 
| | | : fla 
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he was one of the callers, he deſired juſtice to be done to 
: the oppoſers, which he he did not fee done here. Where- 
upon he was immediately interrupted, a glaring evidence 
that nothing was to be heard in oppoſition to what was 
intended, for if they would not hear any thing from a 
purſuer of the call; how could it be expected any oppol- 
er ſhould be heard? Moreover, when one of our com- 
miſſioners inſiſted for liberty to declare his mind, name- 


ly to ſhew wherein he thought they had a liberty to ſpeax 


their mind; a privilege he was juſtly intitled to. as a chriſtian 
he was in an arbitrary manner interrupted, as having no 


right to ſpeak there; this privilege, even a heathen mag - 


ſtrate granted unto Paul, Acts xxvi. i. Againſtwhich in- 

Juſtice, the commiſſioner proteſted which was rejected. 
We have before noticed, and ſtill think that it is con- 
trary to presbyterian principles to moderate a call, with- 


out a conſtitute ſeſſion which the court ſeemed to be cou- 


victed of in their own conſcience, elſe they would noi have 
ſent up a member, undeſired by us to conſtitute a ſeſſion 
as a mean requifite to carry on their purpoſe, with ſome 
ſhadow of presbyterian principles. An evidence of the 


truth of this, is their way and manner of warning the 


members of ſeſſion, and their partial dealing therein ; 
namely, warning whom they thought proper. and omitiing 
others that had an ancient claim, refuſing ſuch as had been 
regularly ordained in this congregation, and had conſti- 
tute wich them on various occaſions, and taking in num- 
bers of thoſe who were never called, nor ordained in this 
congregation, who had hitherto refuſed to conſtitute with 
the ſeſſion in this place. 
ſent up by the court, owned that even ſuch as he would 
have ſecluded from his office could not go into another 
ſeſſion, without his edict being ſerved avew; and hence 
we argue by a parity of reaſon. Such as had come from 


4 Kinroſs, 


3 cog! 


And the ſaid member who was 
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Kinroſs, opght to have had their edict ſerved before they 
could be admitted members of our ſeſſion. 
It feems allo ſtrange, that ſome of the elders who had 
attended formerly at Kinroſs, refuſed hitherto, to join ju- 
dicially our ſeſſion, unleſs they received ſatisfaction, as to 
the ceniures paſt againſt tome of them by Mr Mair, which 
_ the ſeſſion could not give. A member of our ſeſſion aſked 
how it came about, that ſuch elders had received ſatistac- 
tion anent their ſcruples? It was aſked, where or from 
whom they received them ? to which no reply was made. 
After this when ſome were departing, one of the elders 
who had come from Kinroſs. aſked at one of the members 
of our ſeſſion. what advice he would give in the preſent 
juncture ? to which he anſwered, that according to his 
view, the moſt proper method would be to lay aſide the 
preſent object, and bring the congregation and ſeſſion to 
harmony, before they granted a new moderation; to 
which the member ot preſbytery replyed, if every one in 
the congregation would ſpeak ſo, he would be glad to 
doreward this motion, he, without the ſeſſion being 
conſtitute, and never was till the ſettlement was paſt, 
departed. * It ſeems to have been the practice of the 
church of Scotland in former times, it there were a 
conſiderable party in the congregation, reclaiming againſt 
the ſettling of a miniſter. in a vacant congregation he was 
not to be ſettled there; and this ſeems to have been made 
uſe of in the former calls, in as far as making for the pur- 
poſe but in this call, ſeems to be buryed in oblivion, al- 
though often mentioned by us and ſeems indeed ſtrange, 
that the moderator who moderate in the third call, for 
Mr t homſon prayed. that the Lord might give a perfect 
lot, and after the lot came out, prayed for a bleſſing upon 
the Lord's lot. And when that call came before the ſynod 
' where ſome members of ſynod adviſed our commiſſioners 
to drop ſaid call, they anwer ed, they could by no 5 
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* 
do it for the forementioned reaſons ane appealed to the 
foreſaid member, it the matter was not as above expreſt, 
to that the member of presbytery anſwered with ſilence, 
an evidence he could not deny what was advanced. 

It ſeems indeed ſomewhat odd, that when ſome of the 
purſuers of Mr Porteous call, wanted a moderation of ad- 
herence to it; they, at ſome private meeting. without 
the knowledge of the congregation, went to Kenoa to a 
preſbytery which was termed a pro re nata preſbytery; 
but in reality it was not in regard members were not all 
cited; yea ſome of thoſe that were next to the place, 
which can be proven. And after a member was appoiat- 
ed to moderate in ſaid adherence, he refuſed and one af- 


ter another, till afterward one ot the purſuers went per- 
ſonally to Mr Wylie, who on his way to the next preſbytery 


came. and when he was come, the oppolers appeared and de- 
clared it was contrary to the rule, for it was not ſought by 
the congregation; and one of the members of ſeſſion offer- 
ed to proteſt againſt it, but was not heard. And it is ob- 


ſervable the foreſaid member declared in open court 


(When we gave in a paper of opboſition to the call ſign- 
ed by a conſiderable number,) that in his way to the mo- 


deration of adherence, a day before the preſbytery he 
converſed with a man, about four miles from the place 
of worſhip, who owned that he had ſigned the foreſaid 
paper, and knew not what he had ſigned, and yet upon 
due enquiry, no ſuch man can be found; which ſeems to 
be a'palming this upon a dead man. 


After this when the preſbytery met at Doatmlice. we 
gave in a Peper of grievances, the tenor whereof follows: 


LU to 


66 


Unto the very Reverend, the Moderator and Remanent Mem: 
bers the Aſſociate Presbytery of Perth, and Dunferm- 


line; to meet at Dunfermline in the day of July 
1771. The Repreſeutation of the body, of the Seſſion and 
Members of the congregation of Urwel ; 


1 _ Humbly Sbeueth, DO dn ee 

1 KEN H A T whereas, there is a call preſently upon 
—_ T A the field for Mr Thomas Porteous. We beg 
Ke. cave to declare our mind thereto, in à few 
eee particulars. And firſt, we complain that when 


. we came as a diſtinct congregation by ourſelves, and ac- 
cordingly, were thus received by the preſbytery, (and till 
continue to be the body repreſentative both of elders and 

members of the congregation,) we complain that a part 
of another eongregation joining with ſome of ours, ſhould 

impoſe a miniſter upon us contrary to our inclinations, 

and reckon we meet with the ſame treatment, or very ſi- 

milar thereto, of which the Reverend Mr Ebenezer Er. 
{kine complaius with his brethren, before the commiſſion 
of the general aſſembly in their repreſentation, Page 
23. 34. Where they ſay that by act of Aſſembly a door 
ſhould be opened for thruſting miniſters upon congrega- 
tions in oppoſition to the declared mind, both of the el- 
ders and people, who are willing and ready to ſubmit to 
every ordinance of the goſpel, diſpenſed according to the 
inſtitution of Chriſt and Page 35. Where they fay when 
the ſynod whereof we are members, did take the new 
condemned expreſſions under their conſideration. We 
and ſeveral others of our brethren did. inſiſt, that this af- 
fair might be dropt; we repreſented the dangerous ef- 
fects that a foreward puſhing of it might produce, which 
we humbly think has been eſſayed by us in our caſe, and 

we ſtill fear the dangerous effects, if this is perſiſted in. 


we came under the inſpection of the Reverend preſbytery, 


| 2dly, 


5 


2dly, We complain that the edict ſhould be ſerved at 
one place, and returned at another, which ſeems not ro have 
been the practice of the chriſtian church in former times, 
and it ſeems ſomewhat ſtrange, that either the weak, 
ſhould be deprived of the opportunity, or others thus 
brought to unneceſſary trouble there anent; and we can- 
not help thinking, but reſtricting us to ſuch a practice is 
contrary to the mind, and plain teſtimony of the judici- 
ous, viz, The Reverend Mr Thomas Boſton in his mind 
given in his Letter to the preſbytery, Selkirk, Feb. 22d, 


1732. where ſpeaking of people being denuded of their 


chriſtian privilege, by Which means they are flaked down 


to the choice made for them, unleſs they can advance ſome- 


thing, againſt the lite or doctrine of the called, the which 


ſtrangers, as well as they of the congregation have acceſs 
to, I own there is all along been too much of this in 
the way, of ſettling miniſters in the church, and this lize- 
. wiſe was the mind of the Reverend Mr Erſkine, and his 


brethren in their repreſentation, given in to thæ commiſh- 
cn, met at Edinburgh, Auguſt 8:5, 1733 Where ſpeak- 
ing of chiiſtizns, being deprived of their privilege, have 
nothing left by that act, but a bare general approbation 
or diſapprobation ; and, even that ſame hampercd by o- 
bliging the diſapprovers, to give the reaſons of their diſ- 


ſent, which as it is commonly explained, muſt be confined 


to doctrine and morals, without any other conſideration, 
to which we cordially agree, as conſonant to our ſtandards 
tounded on the word of God ; and how much our caſe is 


ſimilar is evident to any that will look impartially therein. 


3dly, It is matter of grief and lamentation, that the aſ- 
fociate congregation in Stirling, now for ſome time have 
been in the flames of contention and diviſion, which 
ought to he matter of deep concern to the Lord's people. 
We are ſurprized that the Reverend court, after havin 
the woefol experience of the diſm i] effects of ſuch renting, 


ſhould : 
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hold proceed ſo far in the preſent affair, Which in all 
appearance muſt have the ſame diſmal effect, and it ſeems 
do be ſafe to follow the cxhortationz ceaſe from ſtrife, be- 
fore it be meddled with, the beginning of ſtrife is as 
when one letteth out waters, hoping that the preſbytery 
will drly weigh theſe things, and it the preſbytery ſhall 
reject this, we certify them, that we muſt take what ſteps 
are proper. and we deſire a precedeut in the ſeceſſion, to 
ſettle a miniſter, where the body of the elders and congre- 
gation, are oppoſing the ſame; for the truth of which we 
refer unto the congregational roll; 
Which they refuſed to read, but after ſome reaſoning 
among themſcives with difficulty, permitted one of our 
commiſſioners to read it and then defired a reading of it, 
after a member had glanced at it, he began to tear it as 
being moſt unjuſt and unreaſonable, containing many un- 
truths, yet nut one of theſe were proven by them, and 
two otner members treat it after the ſame manner, in the 
face of a conſiderable auditory, and yet we were not al- 
lowed to ſpeak any thing at that time in our own de- 
fence ; for reaſon would ſay, as they ſpake their mind pu- 
blicly in accuſing us: we ſhould be allowed to vindicate 
ourſelves publicly ; alſo, but this was often the way,of the 
preſbytery, when they had ſpoken their mind; none Were 
allowed to ſpeak after them. 

After this the preſbytery met in the ſeſſion · houſe, and 
allowed the purſuers, and oppoſers of the call to ſpeak, 
where they began to raſh us, as being of different princi- 
ples from the court, and to make good the aſſertion. A 
member of preſbytery pointed at one of our commiſſion- 
ers, ſaying, there is a man that would not have his child 

baptized by a member of preſbytery, as being of different 
principles; ; Whereas, he only deſired a liberty to teſtify 
in his ſtation, apainſt what was wrong in the court, fo 
much was readily granted us when we Joined the preiby- 
ter y, 
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tery, and the ſaid member viz. M. J. S. aledged that he 
was not there, when we were received elſe he would ne- 
ver have voted to receive us on that footing, which is talle, 
that the ſaid member was there Can be proven by the 
minutes ot the presbytery, and that he voted to receive vs, 
and grant us the ſaid liberty, as above cau be proven, allo 
by witnelles, and receiving us on the abuve tooting. one 
of our commiſſioners took inſtruments. But it is evident 
by their conduct they were ſenſible, they had promiled 
what they could not perform in a conſiſtency with them— 
ſelves; and therefore, took this poor thitt to prelerve their 
Own Credit, 

After this when they returned again to the church, and 
entered upou he call tor Mr 1 homas Porteous, he craved 
liberty to tpeak which was granted, and he expreſſed 
himſeit much to this purpole. © ſce ground to reject this 
call on various accouuts, ½, On account of the paucity 
of the ligners thereof, couſidering the congregational roll. 
2d/y,” i have been endeavouting to lay matters before the 
Lord, and it | undeiftand any thing of the Lord's mind 
from his word. It is to rect it, and I think my conici- 
ence ſupports me theicin 3dly, Uhere is another reaſon, 
that may ſeem light io the court, I reckon rmylelt moſt 
unfit to go there, in the midſt of a flame, which the Preſ- 
bytcry, yea the uod have not been abletoquench, and I de- 
clare that if the presbyiery proceed therein, I will proteſt 
againlt the ſame. But we never heard of the ſaid proteſt, 
nor any fati.tying realun, why it was kept back? The 
presbtery tor molt part, agreed to forward the ordination, 
nothing being reterred to the ſynod ; none of us on that 
account being up. The presbytery meeting there, 
took the advantage fixed the time of his ordination after- 
ward, when the presbytery met at Lochgelly, and read 
the minutes of former presbytery, which had fixcd the 
time ot Mr Portcous ordination; allo they appcinted 
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his edict to be ſerved, againſt which our commiſſioners 
proteſted, which was retuſed to be marked, and a mem- Ic 
ber of the presbytery declared that matters were now |} n 
much cleared, formerly there were eight oppoſing, now || © 
they were come to three, that he cid, or at leaſt might o 

know other things, is evident both from what had paſt 

before, and what has followed ſince that time. The day 
of ordination being come, a conſiderable number both of |} te 
elders and people, that could not fall in with the fame, b 
having been matter of concern reſolved to proteſt agaiaſt I fc 
the ſame, The tenor whereof follows: 0 

PRO TEST and DECLARATION em the Body of the 
SESSION and MANAGERS, and a great number & || tc 
\ the Congregation of ORWEL, to the Reverend the || tt 
MoDERATOR, and remanent Miniſters of the Affeciate v 
Presbytery of PEK TH, and DUKFERMLINE, 


oppreſſed, for upwards of forty years by ju - ti 
> dicatorys, obtruding miniſters upon vacant 
congregations, contrary to the rule, till it came to In 
that height, that ſome miniſters ſeceded from the ju- I tc 
dicatorys, to the relief of the Lord's oppreſſed he- || fe 
ritage; yet it is matter of griet and lamentation to us, u 
that this evil (which is like to be the ruin of the church 2 
of Scotland, ) has entered into the ſeceſſion as witneſs the 11 
the ſettlement of Stirling, with Mr Robert Campbell, and | {t 
likewiſe the presbytery, with authority from the ſynod, || 2 
is now about to ſetile Mr Thomas Porteous, in this con- ar 
gregation, which we have no freedom in our minds to ff ſc 
fall in with, but commit the matter to the righteous || th 
Judge of all the earth, who will Judge rigteouſly ; and do (| w 
hereby teſtify (as we have done all along) againſt it for I dt 


theſe reaſons. 2 : 
1/7, 


# 8 7 H E church of Scotland has been greatly] ſe 
. 
o 


ners 
em- 
a0 
10W 
ight 
palt 
day 
h of 
me, 


linſt 


the 


r of 


the 
ate 


atly 
Ju- 
cant 
1:0 
> JU- 
he- 
us, 
arch 
the 
and 
od, 
on- 
s to 
20U3 
d do 
t for 


($0 73 


1, The elders and others who came from Kinroſs 
community, were never unite with us, but oppoied our 


meaſure continually; and it feems contrary both to religi- 


on and reaſon, for a party from another community to 
obtrude a miniſter upon us. 


2dly, We were nowile ripe for this moderation when it 


was ſought; for there was a proteſt lying before the pre ſby- 
tery, which ought either to have been dropt or diſcuſſed 
before any moderation ; and turther, the moderation was 


ſought in view of Mr Lawſon, and they changed their: 
object, which o caſioned great contuſion and perplexity 5 


whereby many declined voting 
zahy, When the day of moderation came, the modera- 
tor did not conſtitute the ſeſſion according to form, that 


they might judically Judge who ought to have ſigued, and 


who not. 

athly, A number of people ſigned this call as elders 
who had no connexion with the ſeſſion, obtruding theme 
ſelves in this, and other things in ſeffion and congrega- 
tion. 

thy, The bulk of our ſeſſion and congregation have 


not ſigned this call, nor ſignified their acceſſion there - 
But three of our 


to, betore any church Judicatory. 
ſeſſion have yet ſigned the call, and we canaot but look 
upon this as a violent intruſion upon this congregation, 
and we think the ſcripture ſupports us in this Jer. XXIli. 
12. Wo be to the paſtures that deſtroy and ſcatter the 
ſheep of my paſture, thus ſaith the Lord, Ezek. xxxiv. 


21. Becaule ye have thruſt them with {ide and ſhoulder, 


and puſhed all the diſeaſe with your horas, till ye have 
ſcattered them abroad, John x. He that entereth not in by 
the door into the ſheep-fold, but climbeth up ſome other 
way, the ſame is a thief and robber And we judge it our 
duty to teſtify againſt it, and do proteſt againſt the fore- 
laid ſettlement, as being contrary to the word of God, 

our 
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our approven ſtandards, the ſentiments of ſound divines; 


the practice of the church in her pureſt times, and con- 


trary to the judical act and teſtimony, emmitted by the] 


aſſociate presbytery; and do declate that there is no paſ- 

toral relation betwixt bim and us; and that it ſhall be 
lawftull, and warrantable for us, to ſeck the goſpel where the 
Lord may open a door of opportunity, and that whatever 
bad conſequences may follow upon this, we ſhall not be 
to blame: upon all which we take inſtruments ſigned in 
name of the whole that ſhall adhere by our preſes. 

And acquafiting the presbytery that we were to proteſt, 
they defired us to deliſt; which could not be done in a way 
of cxonering our own conſcience. But immediately went 
and read it publicly, in the face of the congregation, before 
publie worſhip. after ſermon they proceeded to the ordi- 
nation, where it was openly declared by Mr T. I. who 
: preached the ordination ſermon. that never before, nor as 


yet, any oppoſition had appeared againſt this ſettlement; at 


the hearing of which, ſome were ſo amazed and contound- 
ed, that they were not capable to join decently in public 
worſhip, and never ſince have entered that place of wor- 
ſhip Milnathort, O#.-2 5th, 1771. 
after reaſoning, the majority agreed to cloſe the church 
doors, which was accordingly done; but the callers who 
hitherto had regarded no oppoſition, inſtead of entering 
in a decent and chriſtian manner by the door, rather like 
thieves and robvers brake in at the w indow. 


75 the ' People in 1 abeut OR W E L, called Prorzs: 
TERS. 
| Dear Friend', | 
Am informed, you are about to oubliſt, fomentiing of 
the treatment you have got from the Burgher aſſociate 
Judicatures. | expected an anſwer frem them to my 
| printed 


The managers alſo. meeting in the morning ſaid day 
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printed paper before this time; but am Informed, they 


deſpiſe it, as unworthy of their notice. What ſcems to 


awer their purpoſe far better, is, to go about 4-01, Nang 
people in a clandeſtinue way, and blacken my character, 


makiog them believe, I am one of the worſt of criminals 


on the face of the earth; a blaſphemer, and what not? 


but if my blaſphemy as they call it) be only againſt their 
golden image, and goddeſs diana of arbitrary authority, they 
have ſet up; I am the leſs careful to anſwer them in this 
matter: for they have never to this day tho' challenged, 
I know not how often) brought forth one divine comman 


or ordinat1i engagement | have broken, in the matter 


my diſpute with them: as 1 have made evident to the 

World, they have done in their treatment of me, and o- 

hers. 0 ; : 5 : - | 
»When Mr Ebenezer Erſkine and others were accuſed 


by the eſtabliſhed church, they had all acc to ſee their 
accuſations, and purge themſelves from them. When the 
rupture happened in the affociate ſynod, 'tho' the Burg- 

© hers did not apply to the Antiburghers for extracts of 


the ir accuſations (not owning them as a court) yet theſe 
were printed; whereby they alſo had acceſs to defend 


themſelves: but no fuch thing can be allowed me. (1.) 


when an accufation was brought unto the judicatures a- 


' gainſt me, by the praying ſocieties in Mr Smiths congrega« 


tion, tho? I demanded an extrat under form of inſtru- 


ment; my juſt demand was denied. In vain do they pre- 


tend, theſe peo 
ing up his dagger was a ſufficient ſatisfaction for givin 

his neighbour a mortal wound with it (2) Mr Shirra, 
by authority of ſynod, read from Mr Smiths pulpit in 
Dunfermline a long paper on a Sabbath day, pretending 


to ſuſpend, or depoſe the from the office of my -miaiſtry ; 


of that alfo, I demanded an extract: but was again refuſ- 


ed. In vain do they l only applied to Mr Shirra; 


people took back their paper : as if a man's put 


— 


| 
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not to the  judicatures : when theſe judicatures have abſo- 
lutely refuſed extracts to what purpoſe apply to ſuch men 
again, their works are works of wickedneſs, and darkneſs, 
% O my ſoul, come not thou into their ſecret; unto their 
« aſſembly, mine honour, be not thou vaited, for in their 
= anger they ſlew a man, and in their ſelf will they dig- 
3 geddownawall,” 
it is faid of the grand Signior, his power is unlimited, 
the people as well as the country are his property, every | 
man's life is at his diſpoſal, his ſubjects he ſqueezes, dif-. 
Wy graces, and puts to death upon the leaſt ſuggeſtion of 
WW their diſaffection, without giving. them an opportunity of 
1 anſwering for themſelves; and when this is done, the reſt 
gare ſo beſoted, that they never -enquire into the cauſe of 
117 Tuch conduct; but only tell it as a piece of news. Sorry IM 
am I, if the people in Scotland, and Seceders among o- 
thers turn 'fo beſoted with the unlimited power church- 
men take to themſelves in ſuſpending, depoſing, and ex- 
communicating their brethren, without clear cauſes, and 
a fait trial; that all the concern they will ew, is to paſs Jin 
their time in telling ſuch a man is cenfured, ſulpended, 
- Yep6ſed,- excommunicated. Who would have thought 
twenty, or thirty years ſince, that theſe very pulpits III 
Founding with complaints againſt unhallowed cenſures, Wy 
without ſctipture, or reaſon, ſhould age be thundering 
Forth cenfures of the very ſame nature? with this additi- 
on of tyranny, that the fulſerer canndt have acceſs to, ex- 
amine chem. either for his own convittion, ſuppoſing the 
were jſt, or their conviction, who inflict them, in caſe 
they be wrong, as certainly they, are. By allowing 
the above a lace in what you publiſh, you will Wige, 
88 5 "Tour Servant. i in 7 2 gy N 
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UPON THE 


DEA 1 * 


or THE 
REVEREND 


Mr THOMAS MAIR, 


F 24 : 


IMiniſter of the Goſpel at OR WEIL; who 


died February 14th, 1768. 
Her frail is man how * reduc d 


To's mother's duſt again ? 
In Death's cold arms, till time's no more, 
He ſilent muſt remain, - .... 


ILike ſhip at ſea, driven with the wind, 


Man is in life at beſt; 
From wave to wave he quickly flies; Sh 
la time no ſolid reſt. 


No ſooner ſome are on their courle, 
Than landed on the ſhore; 

Vhile others ſtem the ſwelling tide, 
For ſeventy years and more. 


What dreadful ſtorms ſome voyagers 
Have met with in their way ? 

ew more than worthy Mr Mair: 
But his Cod was his ſtay, 
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(a) 


The worth of virtue is not own. 
__ Till in its ſubjects try'd+ + —.—5— 
This chriſtian hero ſuffer'd much. 
In life, before he died, 


His early love to goſpel truths, : 
His conduct influenc'd;*”  ©* 
Truth's enemies oppreſs'd him much, 
As ſoon's he was licenc'd. 


* — 
u * 
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No artifice nor {ad „ 
Could ever change his courſe; © * 

The ways of truth were his "6rd | 
And of his joys the fource. 


of grace the doctrine fill he e 
No part of truth conceal d. 

The grounds and Warrants of true faith, | 
He honeſtly reveal'd, 


The legal and felt 8 ben. 
He artefully expos d; 

Such as exalt our natural powers, 
He zealouſly oppos'd. 


That grace doth reign thro* righconſcs 
Duto th' eternal life; 8 
Of all the choſen of Adam's race, 

It was his firm belief. | 


That through the Death of Chriſt dae, 
A vent is opened 

For ſovereign grace, whereby our ſins 

Are freely pardoned, 4 


4 - 


That 


F 


N 
That unto all and cy one 
Of Adam's guilty races, 


Is freely ſent and offered, 
The word of goſpel grace. 


That in the precious blood of ail, 
Sufficient virtue lies, | 
To expiate the guilt of all, 

If t 0 appointed was. 


That Chriſt in ſome ſenſe dy'd be al: 
Twas ſaid he did maintain ; 

Said others, this imports that he 

In ſome ſenſe dy'd in vain. 


- Was't vain for him to ſatisfy 
Juſtice, by what he indur'd? 
Or was it vain to magnify 
The law that was injur'd? 


| Had only one of Adam's ſons 
Been choſen to be ſav“ d 

For his redemption, juſtice gad 
No leſs a ranſom crav'd, 


Nay had redemption been degn'd 
For all the human. race, 

A ranſom of infinite worth, | 
Was an adequate price, ERS 


No flaming ſword, no cherubims, ; 
Now guard the tree of life ; ; 
From Heaven, mercy's now proclaimd 
To ſingers even the chief, 
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| Yea from the Death of Chriſt, God, man, | 


To all men mercies flow. 
While ſovereign grace to angels loſt, 
Doth no ſuch favour ſhow. 


— ———— — 


VWbencc is't that reprobates themlelres 
iſ Enjoy the leaſt reprive 
0 Tis owing to the Death of Chriſt 
1 That they're  preſery'd alive. 
151 Such truths, fa precious rruths as thek * 
1 | He faithfully proclaim'd 
ih! Tho' by his co-ambaſſadors 
Ml He loudly was defam'd. 
13 His great and juſt e . 
1 T” exalt the grace of God | 
wy And to commend. to ſinners laſt 
= ' 'F he virtue of Chriſt's blood. 
3 Mean time, this truth he daily brech d. 
15 55 Which numbers can atteſt; 
19 The Elect and they only are 
Nt Sav'd by the Death of Chriſt. 
Frey and they only ſaved are, R 
_ by Unto eternal life; Ye) 
\ 8 While reprobates who werg pot choſen, is 2548 

1 Shall die without relief. 
13 Sometimes he us'd the 8 phraſe, 

Chriſt gave hjmlelf for all, 

A ranſom of infinite wort; | 
8 * comes the golpe el. . 
| 8 What 
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What ground for proceſs or complaint? 
What ground for cenſure there? * 
For this alone he was arraign'd ; WE 


His words preverted were, 


No matter whether right or wrong, 
Arraign'd but he muſt be; 

From pulpits and from public tents 
Iavectives cruel muſt fly. 


Why ſuch a flame of eee zeal, 
What cauſe can be aſſign'd? | 
Why have his once ſo faithful friends, 
So quickly chang'd their mind? 


Whate er his bretheren faid of him, 
Smell'd rank of hoſtile Wrath; 

Tantz celeſtibus Ira 

Otell it not in Gath. 


With catching queries, and new creeds, 5 
In council they combin'd ; 


His anſwers never were. ſaid they, 
EX preſſive of his mind. = 


No popiſh council ever did 
In Portugal or Spain, | Na 
With io much rigour proſecute, | 
A n divine. 


No explication of his words 
That ever he propols'd, 5 
Could ſatisfaction yield * mem. 
Ng, ne myſt be depos e 
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S Accordingly, with one e accord, 
> The ſentence was „ 


A new heretic born he Was 


Moſt awfully denou nc'd.. 


What dreadful lengths does furious real 


Drive prejudiced miads? - 


Like thips unload, that toſs and roll 


Before the ſtormy winds, 


Like waves that laſh the ſolid rocks, 


Their Anathemas roar'd, 


| Againſt the man-they once admir 'd, 


And mightily adar'd.. 


'Tnſ) pite of all he never ſwerv'd, 


From what he was aſſur 


Was truth; and what he could not cure, 


He patiently indur'd. 


d 


No ſaint in any age of time, 
When perſecution rag d, 


Mere tamely ivffcr'd for the auß 


Whercin he was engag' d. 


Had truth's avowed enemies, 


His perſecutors been, 


The ſcene would not-have been 0 lage, 


Nor yet the cauſe unſeen. 


Profeſs d they were, but Abel TRY 


To wound'the uſefulneſs 


Of him, who all his life time was 


Renownf® for faithf une. 


| Where We" 


— 
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Where'er maths banner was diſplay'd, * 1 
There he defir'd to be; oe 

And from the footſteps of the flock, it! EP 
He never chus'd to fly. | FB DEN LS 

He never durſt his conſcience wound, 330 
Nor cringe to human pride; | Im 634 | 

And of truth's enemies the ſcorn, i 1 


He bravely fac'd the ide. e 41 


Rather than counteract his light, 
He chus'd to ſtaud alone: 

Burt ſtill his maſter's countenance, 
Upon him brightly ſhone, 


when, now disjoin'd from human aid, 
His truſt was in the Lord: 

And in old ape to him he did 
Sufficient frepgth afford. 


For ſeveral years before his Death, 
His practice teſtify d, 

That all the troubles he endur'd, 
Were truly ſanctified. 


How meek how lowly. how reſign'd, 
And how benevolent, | 
How cheerfully through all the parts 
_ Of's miniſtry he went? 


The downcaſt and diſconſolate, 
He tenderly reviv'd; 

From all their groundleſs doubts and fears, 
By him they were relicy d. 
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